"Politics gave tue icea Army a difficult problem to 209
solve/' wrote the Russian commander, "risky, audacious.
At the announcement of our offensive, the revolutionary
movement blazed up through the working classes of
western Europe. This fire would not have been limited
to the Polish frontiers. Like an impetuous torrent it
would have inundated all the west. The class war would
not have been interrupted and would have swept over
central Europe.55 Indeed the title of his book, The Ad-
vance Beyond the Vistula, tells with eloquent brevity
what the Bolshevists had in mind.
For more than a year Pilsudski had been giving
nearly all his time to the building up of an army. By the
spring of 1920 he had a sizable force at his command,
but it was not yet a seasoned group of veterans, welded
into a fighting unit. It had men trained in German,
Austrian, Russian methods, men who had been fighting
against each other for four years. It had recruits who
scarcely knew how to manage their rifles. It takes time
to make an army; relatively very few were veterans
of training. One of the French generals said that the
Polish soldiers, not counting one or two divisions, looked
like an assembly of recruits.
There were some groups forming a notable excep-
tion to this general description—in particular one from
Poznan, and the Legions. They were like Xapoleon's "old
soldiers.?; They had absorbed some of the Commander's
boldness and daring. Only now were the full results of
his work from 1908 to 1917 to bear fruit.
JSTot only was the Polish army new, it was miserably
equipped. Pilsudski said he had never seen such a parcel
of ragamuffins. Many of the men had no boots. All
kinds of war material were lacking—airplanes, signaling
apparatus, munitions.
But they had some good points which the English
and French Missions were forced to recognize and later
to admire: they had extraordinary endurance. They were

